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Trauma is an unfortunate reality for many children living in the
greater East St. Louis community. Many District 189 students have
either witnessed or been affected by some form of deadly violence,
and community youth are more likely to have been exposed to
traumatic experiences. Data has illustrated that trauma response
services are needed during the critical periods when youth are not
in school. New services in District 189 are geared toward meeting
this need and providing students and families impacted by trauma
with the opportunity to heal. The new Wraparound Wellness
Center, overseen by Dr. Tiffany Gholson, Director of Parent and
Student Support Services, pursues the goal of helping youth move
from surviving to thriving.  
Learn more about the Center on page 9.
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NEW WRAPAROUND WELLNESS
CENTER HELPS FAMILIES HEAL
FROM TRAUMA 



The past year has been a deeply challenging time for students, families, and staff of School District 189.
There was no rulebook to follow, only unchartered territory as we navigated through a pandemic, remote
instruction, virtual and drive-up graduation ceremonies, loss of loved ones, and many more unexpected
events.  We should be proud of the growth, success, and perseverance that our students and staff have
exhibited during these unprecedented times.  

Despite many obstacles, the East St. Louis Senior High School Class of 2021 demonstrated tenacity and
focus as they collectively earned over $16.6 million in college scholarships.  Ten of our scholars not only
graduated with their high school diplomas but also earned their associate's degrees by participating in the
Running Start program in partnership with Southwestern Illinois College.  Many of our students also
obtained college credit hours through dual credit classes and earned industry-recognized certifications to
enhance their post-secondary success and reduce the cost of their college education.

We were fortunate to rebound to a sense of normalcy by the end of this school year, with some of our
students returning for in-person instruction.  Our student-athletes and coaches were grateful for their time
back on the field or court.  Band, orchestra, music, and art students as well as their teachers were ecstatic to
reunite and create art together in late spring.  We salute all our students and staff for their tenacity despite
the adversity they faced due to the pandemic.  

Regardless of your role, whether you are an administrator, teacher, support staff, security team member, or
part of maintenance and operations, School District 189 is successful because of your contributions.  We
are blessed to work with our Creator’s most precious resource – children.  Our purpose is to guide students,
nurture their growth, and support them through challenges.  On behalf of the Board of Education and
administration, thank you for the sacrifices you have made to serve our youth and community.

We look forward to School Year 2021-2022 with full in-person learning, athletics, and extracurricular
activities.  I wish our students and staff a revitalizing summer.  Use this time to rest, renew, refresh, and
reflect.   I know everyone will come back rejuvenated, refocused, and ready to achieve excellence.

Sincerely, 
Arthur R. Culver, Superintendent

A Spark from ARC
M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E

S U P E R I N T E N D E N T
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Dear Staff,



RESILIENCY AND
STRENGTH DURING
COVID-19
School District 189 salutes the initiative taken by two school campuses who served their
community during summertime and amid COVID-19 school closure. The Flyers Feeding Families
food pantry at Wyvetter Young Alternative Center and the Mason/Clark Mobile Mart at
Mason/Clark Middle School both organized food pantries in collaboration with the St. Louis Area
Foodbank and provided community distributions of food and pantry supplies. Their efforts
continued monthly during the school year. These volunteer efforts were led by social workers
Catrice Johnson at Younge Alternative and Nichole Sailor at Mason/Clark Middle School.

Thank you for your service to 
our local families! 

In the shift to remote learning, our Technology Department played a central, critical role. The
Director of Technology, Abe Loveless, coordinated with curriculum and finance to ensure timely
acquisition of devices, hotspots, webcams, and other technology to meet changing demands. The
Network Analyst (Kurt Warner) ensured the internet kept working and the System Specialist
(Scott Laramore) kept all data systems synchronized. Technicians (Kevin Forrest, Haneef El-
Amin, Lamont Little, and James Robinson) ensured classrooms were ready for teaching staff to
return and also provided continual staff assistance and product repair. Tech Integration
Specialists (Karmilia Prude, Ernest Tillman, Andrea Holmes-Bownes, and Tyler Charlesworth)
provided numerous hours of teacher support and continued to be responsive and flexible to the
needs of our staff. In addition to providing individual teacher support and group training, Tech
Integration Specialists were often in remote learning classrooms or training sessions to
troubleshoot and respond to issues in real time. All Tech Department staff were involved in the
distribution of thousands of devices to students, teachers, and staff. 

   We salute their service & 
      support throughout 

                                          remote learning! 
       

Schools Serve Community During COVID-19 Closure 

Valuing Technology Support Staff 
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Vivian Adams Early Childhood Center
Melanie Hood, Principal
Devon McCallum, Assistant Principal

James Avant Elementary School
Quanshanda Nicholson, Principal
Tryphena Cason, Assistant Principal

Gordon Bush Elementary School 
Dr. Brittany Green, Principal
Delicia Ferrell, Assistant Principal

Paul Laurence Dunbar Elementary School
Carlynda Coleman, Principal
Audrey Jackson-Luster, Assistant Principal

Annette Officer Elementary School
Tifani Brown, Principal
Darla Wall, Assistant Principal

Dr. Katie Harper-Wright Elementary School
Maria White-Burton, Principal
Mica Ike, Assistant Principal

Lincoln Middle School
David Shanks, Principal
Katina Griffin, Assistant Principal
Anjanette White, Assistant Principal

Mason-Clark Middle School
Kim Jones-Riley, Principal
Robbie Edmond, Assistant Principal
Roshion McKinley, Assistant Principal 

East St. Louis Sr. High School
Valencia Martin, Principal
Kimberly Allen, Assistant Principal
Danielle Huff, Assistant Principal 
Renaldo Jackson, Assistant Principal
Sharif Ford, Assistant Principal

Wyvetter Younge Alternative Center
Darnell Spencer, Principal
Lena Dye, Assistant Principal 

 
 
 

 

SCHOOL YEAR 
2020-2021

CAMPUS LEADERS

Teacher Shares Math
Lessons on PBS
Third-grade teacher Carrie Brewer at
Gordon Bush was a standout math presenter
for PBS Channel 9 this year. Mrs. Brewer
was featured on PBS "Teaching in Room 9"
across the region during spring 2020 and
throughout remote learning. Her weekly
lessons (about 4 per week) were highlighted
most of the year. Mrs. Brewer's math
lessons included topics such as fractions,
shapes, and more. We are very grateful for
her willingness to share her love of math
with others and are proud to have her on our
team at School District 189. See some of
her 32+ videos, at this link: 
https://www.pbs.org/show/teaching-room-
9/specials/

Dr. Cheryl Coleman, teacher at Vivian Adams Early
Childhood Center, received a Salute to Teachers shout-
out on KMOV on November 2, 2020, for her innovation
and relationships with students and parents. Nikita
Jackson, 3rd grade ELA teacher at Dunbar Elementary,
was also recognized on November 10, 2020, for serving
her students after hours during remote learning. 

KMOV Salute to Teachers
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2020
YVETTE

HICKS
CHAMPION
FOR YOUTH

JUSTICE
AWARDEE

 

St. Clair Juvenile Justice Council announced
the selection of Dr. Tiffany Gholson as the
2020 recipient of the Yvette Hicks
Champion for Youth Justice Award. The
Yvette Hicks Champion for Youth Justice
Award was established to honor the late
Yvette Hicks' impactful life and enduring
legacy of bold advocacy for young people.
The award annually recognizes an advocate
supporting youth within the Greater East St.
Louis area who carries on Yvette's efforts to
ensure equality, fairness, and justice for
youth in education, juvenile justice, and the
criminal justice systems. The award is
presented by the St. Clair County Juvenile
Justice Council.

The St. Clair County Juvenile Justice
Council expressed gratitude for Dr.
Gholson's leadership as well as commended
the efforts of School District 189 as a whole
for all that is being done to advance social
and emotional learning, restorative justice,
and student well-being.  

Kia Eiland, of James Avant Elementary, was
honored as one of Emerson's 2020 Excellence
in Teaching Award recipients.

Ms. Eiland is dedicated to her 1st grade
students, who include many English Language
Learners. She serves as the Chair of Avant's
MTSS/RTI team. She is also a Master Mentor
Teacher and Tech Lead for her campus. Ms.
Eiland truly invests her time and energy in
building a positive, nurturing school climate
and culture that includes serving as the sponsor
for the Tech Club, Pom Pom Team, and
Cheerleaders.

District 189 congratulates Ms. Eiland on her
recognition; it was well-deserved! 

educators
E X C E P T I O N A L

EMERSON
EXCELLENCE
IN TEACHING

AWARD
RECIPIENT
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Dr. Tiffany

Gholson

 
Kia Eiland



AVANT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER
PROMOTED TO  LIEUTENANT COLONEL

School District 189 salutes Nina Mclean, 5th grade
teacher at James Avant Elementary School, who was
promoted from Major to Lieutenant Colonel in the
United States Army during a Virtual Ceremony on
December 15, 2020.

She writes, "often as Soldiers we forget
about those we leave picking up extra duties
or finishing tasks we didn't finish because
we were called to duty. I will not forget,
have not forgotten, the many years that the
staff of East St. Louis have shown their
support and love - thank you. I love and
miss each of you."

We commend her for this great accomplishment! 

 

ISBE THOSE WHO EXCEL
AWARDS 

The School District 189 Team of School Nurses was named a 
state winner of Those Who Excel Award of Excellence by the Illinois 
State Board of Education. The nursing team was recognized for 
their dedication to student health and safety and their coordinated, 
determined, turnaround efforts to improve immunizations and meet state compliance guidelines in
the previous year. The team includes: Dr. Tiffany Gholson (Director of Parent & Student Support
Services), Health Tech Aide Kendra Jones and school nurses Trena Townes-McCoy (Vivian
Adams Early Childhood Center), Alicia Kirkland (Avant Elementary), Alesha Crawford (Bush
Elementary), Tangelina Bradley (Officer Elementary), Grace Collins (Dunbar Elementary),
Jennifer Lee (Wright Elementary), Tameka Green (Mason/Clark Middle), Lamia Bess (Lincoln
Middle), Yolanda Miller (Younge Alternative), Demetria Jackson and Tia Berry (East St. Louis
Senior High).

Additionally, East St. Louis Senior High School teacher Mercedes Schooler received the Those
Who Excel Award of Meritorious Service for her commitment to students and the leadership she
displays with the Homecoming Committee, Student Council, AVID, Half Cap, and more. 
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The Illinois State Board of Education selected East St. Louis
Senior High School Sophomore Ranyia Cox to serve on the
2020-2021 State Student Advisory Council. Ranyia was chosen
as one of the 13 new student leaders on the council. This year,
the council researched and presented to ISBE topics affecting
students' success in Illinois. Students focused on developing
ways to respond to the achievement gap widened by COVID-19;
creating a diversity, equity, and inclusion framework; ensuring
the safety and emotional wellbeing of students; and addressing
the teacher shortage and rethinking teacher recruitment. Ranyia
also serves on the School District 189 Superintendent's Student
Advisory Council. 

Isaiah Haynes, Senior at East St. Louis Senior High School,
has been selected to serve on the inaugural Illinois 60 by 25
Network Student Advisory Council. This council is focused
on advancing the work of the Illinois 60 by 25 Network to
ensure that by the year 2025, at least 60 percent of adults in
Illinois will have a post-secondary credential. Isaiah, who is
passionate about the culinary arts, student leadership, and
uplifting youth voices, helped inform state-wide and local
efforts to ensure Illinois students graduate from high school
ready with the knowledge and skills necessary to be
successful in life after high school. Isaiah, Class of 2021,
was part of the Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Program and has been a member of the Superintendent's
Student Advisory Council for four years. 

Stories
O F  S T U D E N T

E X C E L L E N C E

Annually, the East St. Louis
branch of the NAACP honors
students who they consider to
be rising stars. Devin
Westbrook, 2nd grader at
Dunbar Elementary, was
selected and honored for his
demonstrated academic
growth, even during online
learning. He is pictured with
Stanley Franklin, President of
ESTL Chapter of NAACP.

EASTSIDE SOPHOMORE SELECTED FOR
STATE STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

NAACP RISING STAR
AWARD RECIPIENT

CTE STUDENT NAMED TO STATE
ADVISORY COUNCIL 
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Racial Harmony is a community organization dedicated to promoting understanding, cooperation,
and communication among all races and ethnic groups. In 2021 Racial Harmony honored a group
of young people who have demonstrated extraordinary character during these challenging times.
These students are quick to handle difficult matters with thoughtfulness, kindness, and respect.
They have stepped forward with sensible and creative solutions under stressful circumstances. They
also demonstrated the power of caring in overcoming challenges. Each individual was nominated
by teachers, classmates, and administrators who knew firsthand of the compassion, courage, and
maturity these students possess as they put others before themselves. District 189 celebrates these
students and their service to the community! 

Dunbar Elementary School's 21st Century Community Learning Center
(CLCC) After School Program site was selected to be part of the ACT Now
Museum of Science and Industry STEM Club Initiative. As part of the
program, the site received STEM training, STEM kits, and materials for 25
students; training in a coding curriculum; plus all the materials needed for
STEM Club activities. Mrs. Nicole Young, the supervisor for Dunbar's 21st
CCLC program, submitted the application to be part of the initiative. She
and the rest of the Dunbar Elementary team loved using these materials to
engage students in STEM. 

RACIAL HARMONY AWARD RECIPIENTS
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DUNBAR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL'S 21st CCLC
PROGRAM WINS STEM CLUB INITIATIVES

Mohamed Abdi
Wright Elementary

Carterion Guyton
Bush Elementary

Paishynce Prude
Mason/Clark

Middle

Camille Rice
East St. Louis
Senior High

Michael Smith
Dunbar Elementary

Brooke Stevenson
Lincoln Middle Brianna White

Avant Elementary
Diamond Williams
Younge Alternative
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The Wraparound Wellness Center expands District 189 social emotional supports to weekend
and evening hours by providing services such as trauma counseling, resources, and support to
families and students. The Wraparound Wellness Center assists with crisis management through
counseling and peer support, as well as providing basic needs, supports, and resources to
families in crisis.  The Center's staff, composed of a Wraparound Supervisor, Wraparound Social
Worker, Wraparound Data Specialist, and Street Outreach and Support (SOS) Team, assists
families with navigating complex systems. Staff connects the community through assertive and
creative outreach and engagement. Research shows that trauma healing within the Black
community looks different than healing in other communities, especially when that community
faces poverty, generational trauma, and the stigma associated with mental health services. The
Wraparound Wellness Center's approach meets these specific needs.

District 189 is a recipient of a state trauma grant that provided the resources allowing them to
launch the Wraparound Wellness Center. Superintendent Arthur R. Culver noted, "We are
grateful to Representative LaToya Greenwood and Senator Christopher Belt whose advocacy
enabled this work to begin. They prioritized providing trauma support services to our youth."
Superintendent Culver added, 

"This work allows us to promote healing within our
 community, starting with our youth. Many of our
 students experience social emotional distress from 
pivotal and cumulative experiences. The Wraparound
 Wellness Center will provide timely supports to youth
 so they can recover and start on the path to healing."

SHOUTOUT

 
TO SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

WRAPAROUND WELLNESS CENTER
HELPING THE COMMUNITY HEAL AND THRIVE 

To recognize the outstanding efforts of the nearly 6,000 elected school board members
throughout the state, November 25, 2020 was designated as "School Board Members Day" in

Illinois. We recognize the persistent service and leadership provided by the East St. Louis
School District Board of Education, including Kinnis Williams, Sr, Victoria Clay and
LaKeisha Adams, whose board terms ended this year. We are grateful for our board's

committed efforts on behalf of children, families, and our entire community. 

Thank you, District 189 Board of Education members, for your
dedication to building a stronger future through education. 
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CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH

LITTLE FREE LIBRARIES

Schools across District 189 celebrated Black History Month 2021. Wyvetter Younge Alternative
Center partnered with Jobs for America's Graduates to host its first ever Virtual Black History

Month Celebration Speaker Series. The theme for this year's Black History month was "The Black
Family: Representation, Identity, and Diversity." Featured in this series were Chantel Stanciel,
GO L1VE creator; Bruce Franks, Jr., activist, musician, battle rapper and former politician; and
Nicki Mitchell-Simmons, Moments Like This Event Planning owner and community activist.

Students also learned about a new Black History Hero each day and hosted a Black History Bowl. 
 

Vivian Adams Early Childhood Center administration and staff used fashion as a form of
expression to celebrate Black History Month. Pictured below are some of the highlights. 

Little Free Libraries can be found near the entrance of each District 189 school and many
centers within the community. These little red houses are filled with free books for adults and

children to take home and enjoy! Mayor Eastern and the East St. Louis Rotary Club generously
provided many book donations. Enjoy them this summer!
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James Avant Elementary School was selected as a State of Illinois Whole Child Award
recipient! The Illinois Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (IL-ASCD)
recognizes schools that go above and beyond to educate the whole child by having success in
creating students who are knowledgeable, emotionally and physically healthy, engaged in an

inclusive learning environment, and are prepared to become lifelong learners. 
Recognized schools have a focus that supports the development of the whole child: healthy,
safe, engaged, supported, and challenged. Avant Elementary was recognized for the school's

work addressing the tenets of ASCD's Whole Child Initiative, specifically being recognized for
the tenet of "Healthy." 

 
As an award recipient, Avant Elementary also received two free registrations to the 4th Annual

Virtual Social Emotional Summit: Well-Being, Equity, and Learning (a $500+ value) happening
in July, where the school's staff will be recognized; information about the school will be shared
nationally on ASCD's Whole Child What Works Map, and letters will be presented to the state's

senator and representative, as well as being published in local media! 

Congratulations Avant Elementary School on this
accomplishment! 

Thanks to a partnership with East Side Health
District and the National Guard, over 500 
District 189 staff members and students 

received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine!
 

District 189 was the first known school district in the
region to partner with a local health department on such
a large vaccination event for staff members and later for

students. East Side Health District coordinated the
events, and their medical professionals administered the

vaccines. "I am very grateful for the very strong,
meaningful partnership that School District 189 shares

with East Side Health District," said Superintendent
Arthur R. Culver. "To coordinate vaccination events of

this magnitude proves the pure dedication East Side
Health District has for our community, staff, and

students."
 

Superintendent Culver also expressed gratitude to the
National Guard for their critical role in the vaccination

rollout. "The organizational expertise and
professionalism of our armed forces is commendable.

We appreciate all of the time the National Guard
invested in supporting these successful events."

 

PROTECTING THE COMMUNITY AGAINST COVID-19
DISTRICT 189 GETS VACCINATED

AVANT ELEMENTARY RECOGNIZED WITH AWARD

SHINE 189 | 11

Pictured: Kevin Hopkins
from Vivian Adams Early
Childhood Center receives
the first dose of the vaccine. 



Three of District 189's phenomenal educators have received the
Branching Minds Spotlight Award and were added to the Branching
Minds Hall of Fame. These educators are: Shelly Lumas, preschool
teacher at Vivian Adams Early Childhood Center; Melissa Norfleet,
third grade teacher at Dunbar Elementary School; and Melissa Appleton,
reading intervention teacher and MTSS Team Leader at Dunbar
Elementary. 

District 189 thanks them for their service to their students
and the school community! Congratulations on receiving

this honor! 

The 2021 MathCON results are in, and District 189 students
demonstrated exceptional skill!

Taliyah McVay, junior at East St. Louis Senior High School,
placed in the 91st percentile of all Grade 11 students that
completed the test. We congratulate her on her amazing
performance. Also deserving of a shoutout are Taliyah's
teachers: Josh Cummins, Leah Crowell, Carl Sandercock,
and Blueprint Math Fellows. Thank you for your hard work! 

The following students from Mason/Clark Middle School
also gave outstanding math performances: 8th grader Trinity
McNeely, 6th grader Callee Harrison, and 5th grader Jerry
Richmond. We salute them and their teachers, Leah Crowell,
Elizabeth Savage, Benitta Evans and Blueprint Math
Fellows. 

Highlighted students from Lincoln Middle School who
performed exceptionally well include 8th grader Christopher
Anderson and 6th grader Aja Moran.  We thank their
teachers, Pat Stewart and Teleza Patterson, for their support. 

Pictured left are: Taliyah McVay (top), Christopher
Anderson (middle), and Jerry Richmond (bottom).

Congratulations to all of these students and thank you for
representing District 189 in the competition! We are so proud

of each and every one of you! 

DISTRICT 189 EDUCATORS ADDED TO 
BRANCHING MIND HALL OF FAME
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STUDENTS EXCEL AT 2021 MATHCON



STORIES OF ATHLETIC
SUCCESS

 
FLYERS CHAMPIONS

The Flyers Football team also earned the title as
Southwest Conference Champions this year.

Congratulations to Head Coach Darren Sunkett,
the Assistant Coaching staff, and the entire team! 

 
 

CARDINALS VOLLEYBALL

Congratulations to the Mason/Clark
Middle School Girls' Volleyball
team for becoming 2021 Regional
Champions! District 189 is so
proud of these athletes for their
hard work and success.  We are
grateful for the continued support
of Coach H. Tipler and Coach A.
Singleton. 

Congratulations to the Men's Head Basketball
Coach Mark Chambers, the Assistant
Coaching staff, and all the exceptional

basketball players on winning the Southwest
Conference Championship!  
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STUDENTS RETURN TO IN-PERSON LEARNING
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District 189 was so excited to have students back in their school buildings this spring!
Thanks to an extensive planning effort by faculty and staff across the District, students
who wanted to return to in-person learning were welcomed back into their buildings
starting March 10, 2021. Here are some of the highlights from the first week back! 


